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The Art Students League and the adjoining development entered into an agreement to purchase 
the League’s unused development rights (“TDRs”), which also included the cantilevering of a 
portion of the proposed tower over the Art Students League’s existing building. 
 
To assess the impact of the proposed tower and cantilever on the Art Students League’s 
skylight studios the ESC analyzed the impact the building proposed to the west Art Students 
League (ASL) on the light that reaches the ASL’s skylights and studio. Two alternatives were 
studied: the building as proposed with a façade that does not reflect light (“worst case”), and 
the building as proposed with a highly reflective (r=0.5) façade.   
 
The proposed building with worst-case reflectivity would result in an average loss of nearly 
40% of the light to the skylights, with the smaller skylight losing 45%, while the larger skylight 
loses 36%.  The use of a highly reflective façade would mitigate the loss of light.  In this 
scenario the average loss to the skylights would be 22% of their light, with the smaller skylight 
losing 26%, while the larger skylight would lose 19%. In both cases the skylights would lose 
more light (by 2 to 3 percentage points) than when we first studied this issue in 2005 as a result 
of the new configuration. This increased loss of light is likely due primarily to the new building 
design, which cantilevers over the ASL.   
 
The analysis looked at light over the course of an entire year, expecting that the use of the 
studios varies by time of day and season.  For instance, light at 7am is probably not as 
important as light at noon. The proposed impacts on the skylights may be even larger during 
times when the studios are most highly utilized, since the building impacts light from the sky 
more than light from the sun and the building gets more sun in the early morning hours.   
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