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Extensive use of “before and after” 
3D Visualizations helped illustrate 
how re-integrating the 
neighborhood street grid into the 
project would make passive and 
barren spaces into active and 
attractive spaces and increase 
security by creating opportunities 
for “eyes on the streets”. 
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Residents’ and Stakeholders’ perceptions of the neighborhood were recorded digitally as “Good 
Places/Bad Places”.  This allowed for thematic comparisons of perceptions based on security, aesthetics, 
recreation, and access, highlighting areas of consensus and areas of disagreement. 
 
The Environmental Simulation Center (“ESC”) was retained by the New York City Housing 
Authority (“NYCHA”) to produce an urban design and landscape plan for the 
Arverne/Edgemere HOPE VI Urban Revitalization Project in Far Rockaway, Queens. The ESC 
led the consultant team of Lee Weintraub Landscape Architects, Domingo Gonzales Associates 
(Lighting), The Sam Schwartz Company (Traffic Specialists), and Federman Associates (Cost 
Estimating)  
 
The consultant’s work focused on the formulation of Urban Design Principles and Performance 
Dimensions which was used to guide site layout and massing studies, which would be used to 
establish a framework for future site, street, and landscape improvements.  In the spirit of 
HOPE VI, the framework took into consideration the social and programmatic needs of the 
Arverne/Edgemere Houses, as well the larger neighborhood.  The framework was used to 
develop and test a series of Urban Design “Components” that could be assembled in 
combinations to produce several overall schematic designs, all of which would be responsive 
and evaluated by to the Urban Design Principles and Performance Dimensions.  Three 
schematic designs, including one preferred alternative were produced and used as the basis of 
subsequent landscape and streetscape design and construction documents.  
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