
 

We would like to direct your attention to Warren St. John's Op-Ed article
"Shadows over Central Park" (New York Times, 29 October 2013). The issues
raised by the author are important not only for Central Park, but all the parks
and playgrounds in all five boroughs, and worthy of a robust public discussion.
 
The Environmental Simulation Center has long advocated for the preservation
and conservation of sunlight in the City's parks and playgrounds ("Preserving
Sunlight in New York City's Parks: A Zoning Proposal," Parks Council, 1990
and subsequent updates). As the op-ed article correctly notes, it is in the
cooler months in the late fall and winter, that New Yorkers can sit outside, e.g.
Hecsher Playground, because of the warmth of the sunlight. A decrease in
sunlight will also mean a distinct decrease in comfort in those public spaces.
 
Advances in both hardware and software now make sophisticated solar
analyses not only possible but necessary as the City continues to densify (a
good thing). The Lawrence Berkley National Laboratory has developed open
source Radiance software which simulates and measures gains and losses of
solar energy (sunlight, daylight and reflected light) on buildings, parks, and
people. The use of Radiance simulation software is becoming practice in
Europe, and has been used by the ESC in its work for the New York City
Economic Development Corporation (East 125th Street Development
Project).
 
We owe it to ourselves to use these technologies to stimulate public
discussion about the way we grow our city.
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